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Feel free to revise and modify the text of this draft letter.  Customized letters are always best. Please use some of the additional points provided on our website if they are of help! 
Thanks for writing!!

YOUR NAME

YOUR ADDRESS

YOUR CITY, STATE AND ZIP CODE

YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS

THE DATE
Name and Title of the State Official
Street Address
City, State Zip
Fax No.

RE:  Please Get the Proposed California High-Speed Rail Project under Control
Dear [(Senator) or (Assembly Member)] _______________:
I am writing you with a real sense of urgency. The California High-Speed Rail Authority has been put in charge of the largest public works project ever proposed in the history of the California, and they are turning it into a massive high-speed rail boondoggle.  The Legislature and the Governor ultimately are in control of how our state tax dollars are spent and on whether state projects should proceed.  It is time for the Legislature and the Governor to get management control over the proposed high-speed rail project and over the dysfunctional California High-Speed Rail Authority.

Many local governments are expressing 'no confidence' in the Authority.  As I resident of California and a voter, I join in their 'no confidence' findings.

There is a good deal of legitimate debate about whether or not it makes sense to build a brand new, high-speed train system in California.  The people of California have said that they want such a system and the President of the United States wants high-speed rail in California and elsewhere.  There is a big difference, however, between the vision of high-speed rail and the reality of building such an enormous project. Given the way that California's population is spread through suburban and semi-urban communities, it’s hard to believe that high-speed rail can provide much benefit to ordinary Californians at any acceptable cost. We are not like more densely populated Asian and European countries where high-speed rail seems to work (albeit with big government subsidies). 
Whatever the vision, there can be no debate that the current proposals advanced by the California High-Speed Rail Authority are deeply flawed, financially unworkable, ill thought through, and badly managed. 
This is not only my opinion but the opinion of the California State Auditor, the California Legislative Analyst’s Office, and the California High‑Speed Rail Authority’s own Peer Review Group. Members of both the Senate Transportation Committee and the Assembly Transportation Committee have criticized the bad management of the Authority.  At the request of the Authority's Executive Director, Governor Schwarzenegger vetoed control language that the Legislature placed in the state's budget.  That veto was not only unconstitutional, but clearly shows that the Authority is afraid of reporting requirements.  It knows that an honest report would reveal that the high-speed rail project is not ready for primetime!

State Treasurer Bill Lockyer said that he doesn't think any responsible investor would buy the bonds needed to finance the system as currently proposed because of the inadequate and flawed planning undertaken so far.  The prestigious Institute of Transportation Studies at UC Berkeley has said that the Authority's ridership study, the foundation for any viable plan for a high-speed rail system, is fundamentally flawed.  Many financial and transportation experts agree that the project has no adequate business plan and that the Authority doesn't seem to know what business model it is pursuing.

Please take action to stop all state funding from the California high-speed rail project unless and until the state can develop a plan based on a reliable ridership study, with a business model and business plan that demonstrates that this proposal can be financially successful.
Here are some specific points to consider: 

Consider adding here one or more of the additional points from the list that we provided on our website.
Thank you for taking seriously my views on this matter.



Yours truly,




Your Name Here
