PAGE  
2

Feel free to revise and modify the text of this draft letter.  Customized letters are always best. Please use some of the additional points provided on our website if they are of help! 
Thanks for writing!!

YOUR NAME

YOUR ADDRESS

YOUR CITY, STATE AND ZIP CODE

YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS

THE DATE
Name and Title of the Local Official
Street Address

City, State ZIP
Fax No.

RE:  Put Our Community on Record against the Proposed California High-Speed Rail   Project

Dear [(Supervisor) or (Mayor) or (Council Member)] _______________:
I am writing you with a real sense of urgency.  On behalf of the residents and voters of this community, I ask that you activate our local government in opposition to the current plans of the California High-Speed Rail Authority.  If the Authority does what it is currently planning to do, [Insert Your Community's Name Here] will suffer irreparable damage both economically and environmentally.
Many local governments have been expressing "no confidence" in the California High-Speed Rail Authority and in the Authority's plans for the proposed high-speed rail project.  As a resident and voter, I also have "no confidence" in the Authority and its plans.  I think it is vital for our [(City Council) OR (BOARD OF SUPERVISORS)] to stop the Authority's plans for the Peninsula.
There is a good deal of legitimate debate about whether it really makes sense to build a brand new, high-speed train system in California – the largest public works project in the history of the state. Given the way that California's population is spread through suburban and semi-urban communities, it’s hard to believe that high-speed rail can provide much benefit to ordinary Californians at any acceptable cost.  We are not like more densely populated Asian and European countries where high-speed rail seems to work (albeit with big government subsidies).
The legitimate debate aside, and however beautiful the vision for high-speed rail might be, the current plan to run elevated structures through the middle of our community would drive a physical and economic stake into the heart of our community.  Both businesses and residents would be irreparably damaged.  This is simply not acceptable, and the California High-Speed Rail Authority has never truly tried to develop alternatives that would be acceptable.
Even if the impacts on our community weren't so devastating, there can be no doubt that the current proposals advanced by the California High-Speed Rail Authority are deeply flawed, financially unworkable, ill thought through, and badly managed.
This is not only my opinion but the opinion of the California State Auditor, the California Legislative Analyst’s Office, and the California High‑Speed Rail Authority’s own Peer Review Group. Members of both the Senate Transportation Committee and the Assembly Transportation Committee have criticized the bad management of the Authority.  At the request of the Authority's Executive Director, Governor Schwarzenegger vetoed control language that the Legislature placed in the state's budget.  That veto was not only unconstitutional, but clearly shows that the Authority is afraid of reporting requirements.  It knows that an honest report would reveal that the high-speed rail project is not ready for primetime!
State Treasurer Bill Lockyer said that he doesn't think any responsible investor would buy the bonds needed to finance the system as currently proposed because of the inadequate and flawed planning undertaken so far.  The prestigious Institute of Transportation Studies at UC Berkeley has said that the Authority's ridership study, the foundation for any viable plan for a high-speed rail system, is fundamentally flawed.  Many financial and transportation experts agree that the project has no adequate business plan and that the Authority doesn't seem to know what business model it is pursuing.
The Legislature and the Governor will ultimately make the key funding decisions that will determine what happens to the project as a whole, and our community in particular.  I know that strong local government action can have a big impact on state decisions.  I request that you and your colleagues lobby our state legislators, and litigate if necessary, to stop this project as presently planned.  Please consider some of the following points in your deliberations:  
Add here one or more of the additional points from the list that we provided on our website.
Thank you for taking seriously my views on this matter.



Yours truly,




Your Name Here
